Here, In America?
  The Assembly on the Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians

New Personal Testimonies from World War II and Today 

April 8-9, 2005   10 am – 4 pm
Hastings College of the Law (at Hyde & McAllister Streets) San Francisco, California 

FREE – Advance reservations recommended.   RSVP by April 1st:  (415) 921-5007.

The Assembly on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians, a grassroots public education forum, will focus on the personal testimonies of US citizens and immigrants of Japanese, German and Italian ancestry in the US and from Latin America, who have not received proper acknowledgment nor an apology for the violation of their civil and human rights due to US government action during World War II. We will highlight stories of individuals and families who were interned in the Department of Justice camps and Army facilities as part of the enemy alien program. Included will be some of the family experiences of over 6,000 German and Japanese Latin Americans who were abducted from 15 Latin American countries and interned in the US for the purpose of prisoner exchange.  We will also provide an opportunity for individuals and community organizations to speak to the importance of ongoing education about issues and lessons that are relevant to present-day concerns.

Join us!  A panel of distinguished scholars and community leaders will help to:  

· Raise public awareness and acknowledgement of the diverse experiences of former relocatees and internees

· Hear expert witnesses and commentary on issues including:

· How race and ethnic prejudice, war hysteria, and a failure of political leadership can impact both citizens and immigrants who are targeted as the “enemy” during wartime and national crises

· Past and present day concerns regarding the relationship of national security and preservation of civil liberties 

· US and international standards of government accountability and redress for civil and      human rights violations
· Consequences and implications of the failure to acknowledge and redress civil and human rights violations

An official record of the testimonies will be created for educational and archival purposes to be deposited at the National Japanese American Historical Society archives in San Francisco. Copies of the testimony and videotaped excerpts from the proceedings will be submitted to the US Congress and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (a body of the Organization of American States) as background educational information for consideration of pending and future legislation and litigation.  

For information on event and how to submit testimony: 




E-mail: jpohp@prodigy.net           Ph: (415) 921-5007          www.campaignforjusticejla.org 

Tax deductible contributions can be made payable to “NJAHS”.  (Please notate “Assembly” on the memo line.)  Send checks to NJAHS, 1684 Post St., San Francisco, CA  94115-3604. 
The AWRIC is made possible in part by the California Civil Liberties Public Education Program; the California Council for the Humanities - California Stories Fund; and generous contributions from individuals & community organizations.
Presented by (partial list):  American Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee-San Francisco, American Italian Historical Association-Western Regional Chapter, American Muslim Voice, Campaign for Justice: Redress Now for Japanese Latin Americans!, German American Education Fund, German American Internees Coalition, Hastings College of the Law/Asian Pacific American Law Students Association, Hastings College of the Law/Associated Students Union, Japanese American Citizens League, Japanese Peruvian Oral History Project, National Coalition for Redress/Reparations, National Japanese American Historical Society,  Nihonmachi Outreach Committee, Nikkei for Civil Rights & Redress, Tule Lake Committee.
