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REAL ID (HR 418) FACT SHEET

REAL ID (HR 418) is legislation already passed in the House of Representatives that proposes drastic changes in the procedures for obtaining asylum in the United States.  As this bill is considered in the Senate and in the House of Representatives, it is critical that attorneys and immigrant and human rights advocates keep pressure on their Congressmen to oppose its draconian provisions.

REAL ID threatens to eliminate relief for those immigrants most in need of protection – those seeking asylum within our borders.  REAL ID is inconsistent with our commitments to international agreements relating to refugees, and it violates some of the most fundamental rights that we, as a nation of immigrants and a global leader of human rights cherish.  REAL ID will not advance national security or provide the immigration reform needed in the U.S., but it will force us to turn our backs on those immigrants seeking asylum.

Who does REAL ID affect?

Here are some examples of who REAL ID would impact and how:

· If you are nervous in your hearing before an immigration judge, and as a result, you misstate a date of an event that occurred years ago in your home country, the judge will be able to deny you asylum.

· If you were forced to flee from your home country without warning and were unable to gather documents establishing that you’d been persecuted, you would find it nearly impossible to obtain asylum in the United States. 
· If you cannot determine the exact reason why you were targeted in your home country, you may be unable to obtain asylum.  For example, if you were targeted by a guerilla group but you cannot prove that their central motive was your political opinion rather than your class or membership in a social group, the immigration judge could deny you asylum.  More than 90% of MIHRC asylum cases are mixed motive cases.

· If you were indefinitely detained in the U.S. with no explanation, you would be unable to get a habeas corpus review, which is a staple of the American justice system for immigrants and citizens alike.

· If you have been denied asylum by an immigration judge and are appealing your case to a federal circuit court arguing that the judge made errors when deciding your case, you may be deported to a country where you fear being tortured or killed while your case is still pending in the United States.

What You Can Do:

The REAL ID bill has already passed in the House of Representatives and may be considered in the Senate as part of the Iraqi Supplemental Appropriations Bill.  It is likely that the bill will be introduced to the Senate floor on April 7, and may eventually be considered in a joint Senate-House Conference Committee.  Supporters of the bill have put immense pressure on their representatives to pass the bill, and Senate offices are receiving ten calls from supporters of REAL ID for every one call in opposition to it.

It is imperative that concerned constituents hoping to combat the odious provisions of REAL ID contact their Senators and Congressmen during the week of April 4.  Let them know that you oppose REAL ID and that you do not want to see laws that deny protection to genuine asylum seekers fleeing life-threatening persecution in their home country.  Below you will find talking points and Congressional contact information. As a general rule, phone calls are better than emails.  On behalf of the hundreds of asylum seekers who we help each year, we at MIHRC appreciate your advocacy.

For further information on REAL ID or for tips on contacting legislators,

please call Sarah Rose Weinman at (312) 660-1363.
REAL ID (HR 418) TALKING POINTS

(Adapted from the National Immigration Forum)

When you call your Senator or Congressman to urge them to oppose REAL ID, ask to speak with the person who handles immigration issues. Tell them you are a constituent and you are calling to ask that your Senator work to keep REAL ID from passing.

Tell them that:

· The House bill will not make us safer. Rather, it will just drive millions of people deeper into the shadows, and it will prevent people fleeing religious and political persecution from gaining asylum in the U.S.

· The best chance we have to gain control of our borders is to reform our laws to make them realistic. If we provide enough legal channels for people to come here and work or be reunited with family, the migration flow that is now illegal, chaotic, and increasingly dangerous will be made safe, orderly, and legal. Congress should pass comprehensive immigration reform.

· If the REAL ID Act had been law prior to September 11, 2001, it would not have stopped the terrorist hijackings.

· We need comprehensive immigration reform, not enforcement band-aids patched on to our broken immigration system. We are spending billions of dollars and wasting the time of thousands of immigration enforcement officers by chasing after immigrant workers, rather than focusing on keeping out those who might do us harm.
Senator Durbin:

Phone: (202) 224-2152

Fax: (202) 228-0400

Senator Obama:
Phone: (202) 224-2854

Fax: (202) 228-5417

For contact information on other Senators, visit:

http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm 
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